ENG1206 - INTRODUCTION TO COMPOSITION II 
COURSE OUTLINE: 

1. Introduction 

2. Meaning of composition and its types 

3. Essay writing 

i. Types of Essay writing 

ii. Important concepts in Essay composition 

a. Thesis statement 

b. Outline 

c. Paragraph 

d. Topic sentence 

e. Unity of the paragraph 

f. Coherence of the paragraph 

4. Steps in essay planning and writing 

i. Brainstorming 

ii. Narrowing a topic 

iii. Thesis statement 

iv. Drawing up an outline 

5. Qualities of good essay 

i. Content 

ii. Organization 

iii. Expression 

iv. Mechanical Accuracy 

6. Things one must avoid when writing an essay 

i. Numbering of the paragraph 

ii. Heading 

iii. Single Sentence Paragraph 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. MEANING OF COMPOSITION AND ITS 
TYPES 

3. ESSAY WRITING 

Essay, is a literary composition devoted to the 
presentation of the writer's own ideas on a topic and 
generally addressing a particular aspect of the subject. 
Often brief in scope and informal in style, the essay 
differs from such formal expository forms as the thesis, 
dissertation, or treatise. 

I. TYPES OF ESSAY WRITING 

There are different types of essays. Some of them are: 

a. Narrative Essay c. Argumentative 

b. Expository/Explanatory d. Descriptive 

A. NARRATIVE ESSAY - is an account of an event, 
an incident or a story which the writer is narrating. It 
may be a fiction or imagery i.e. made up by the writer 
or non-fiction or real life i.e. a true account of what 
really happened. It is an essay written line an article i.e. 
it does not require the address of the writer or receiver. 
It is purely a narrative prose. 

You should remember the following when you are 
about to write a narrative essay: 

1. You should write a topic based in the story or event 


you want to narrate. 

2. Since you are writing about activities or actions that have 
already taken place, your tense should be in the past and 
past participle, however, a good narrator can employ direct 
speech. 

3. The question is a narrative essay when the question asks 
you to tell or narrate the story of how you spent your 
holiday or what you did when you travelled. 

4. It is also a narrative essay when you are asked to tell or 
narrate a story to illustrate the truth of an adage, idioms or 
popular saying. You may even be asked to tell a story 
ending with an adage, idiom, popular saying of proverbs. 

5. Do not write an essay explaining the meaning of the 
idea, idiom or popular saying. 

Principles of Writing Narrative Essays 

Once you have chosen the incident, you have to develop a story 
line which indicates the plot, setting, characters a climax an 
anticlimax (at times) and an ending. 

THE PLOT - This has to do with the series of incidents forming 
the plan of action of a story, play or poem. You have to decide 
on the series of incidents you want to write about. They could be 
ten, twenty, fifteen etc. You also have to order the events. Which 
one comes first and which one comes last. It must be ordered in 
such a way that you will not contradict yourself. For example 
you cannot say somebody died on Tuesday and then he was seen 
driving around town the next Friday. It is therefore important for 
you to know how the events occurred and how they are related to 
each other. 

THE SETTING - Every narrative must have a setting. That is, 
the place the story is set or reference to specific places that are 
mentioned in the narrative. You cannot write without situating 
your narrative or else it will look like a fairy tale that is told by 
an excited human being. 

THE CHARACTERS - This is another convention of a 
narrative that has to be followed. If there are no real characters, 
you must create them and make them say what you want them to 
say and also achieve what you want them to achieve. The 
characters must have specified names and functions. They must 
also be able to interact with one another so that the theme can be 
properly understood. 

INTRODUCTION - There are different ways of introducing a 
narrative. Some start by introducing the characters while some 
people present the setting so as to properly situate the narrative. 
What is important is that it should be done in such a way that 
will prompt the reader to be interested and continue reading. The 
introduction often gives the background information which can 
help the reader to have a better understanding of the narrative. If 
the introduction is not interesting or challenging to sustain the 
interest of the reader, the book or narrative piece could be 
abandoned or put aside until an opportune time when the reader 
feels he has enough spare time for such novels. 

THE BODY OF THE NARRATIVE - This is equally 
important and this is presented in paragraphs. A short narrative 
could have about five paragraphs including the introduction and 
the conclusion. A long narrative could have as many as possible 
depending on how the paragraphs could be divided. A book on 



narrative story could then be seen not only in terms of the 
paragraphs alone but the pages. You should write in such a 
way that you would be able to sustain the interest of your 
reader. Make your narration vivid by using the appropriate 
language and connective devices between sentences and 
paragraphs. Do not contradict yourself in your narration. 
Some people are so good at giving attention to details in 
narratives that you can almost see the mental picture of the 
individual or the situation being described. As a narrator, 
you should know how to connect events, people and places 
in such a way that will sustain the attention of your reader. 
You should also write in such a way that the reader will get 
the essence of what you are trying to present. 

THE CLIMAX AND ENDING - There should be a climax 
and an ending in any narrative. There will definitely be an 
introduction which has been discussed. Your story should 
not be flat. There should be some elements of suspense 
which would lead to a climax and an ending depending on 
the theme. A narrative could simply be for entertainment. It 
depends on the motive of the writer. He could just have the 
intention of taking people’s minds away from the busy 
frustrations of the day by presenting something that will 
make them laugh. At times however, the writer may want to 
instruct, give advice, or help people to be aware of 
something important in the world around them. A narrative 
could also end by presenting a moral lesson which every 
reader or listener can learn from. The concluding paragraph 
is very important because that is the reader’s last contact 
with the narrative. That is where the writer brigs all the 
major activities of the characters to a close. 

3.2 NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE 

Once you have chosen the incident, the involvement of 
readers in the story is important. You should try and make 
the reader a part of the story by carrying him/her along. You 
can even recreate an incident or the circumstances 
surrounding an incident and tell the story in another 
interesting way. You should also be able to think about some 
generalisations in human experiences or endeavour that the 
story supports so that the reader can find himself in this 
generalisation. For example, the general belief that hard 
work is profitable while laziness tends to poverty. The 
events in the story must be carefully selected and explained. 
In narratives, if the first person narrative technique is used 

i.e T, it draws the reader closer to share in an intimate 
discussion. Narration is a technique that you have to develop 
as a writer and you should make your narration lively. You 
should also vary your style so that you will not bore your 
reader. Avoid unnecessary mannerism in speech and writing. 
For example, there is an expression which many university 
graduates use now which is uncalled for in most cases. It is 
the expression- ‘as in’. In most of the cases I have heard the 
expression used, it has been uncalled for. This kind of 
mannerism can make your write up boring. The third person 
singular or plural -i.e ‘he ’ ‘she ’ or ‘ they ’ can also be used in 
narratives. Even though it puts a distance between the 
narrator and the narrative it nevertheless enables the reader 
to identify minimally or maximally with the narrative. 


(from Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie p56) 

In this narrative, the third person singular is used. The names of 
some individuals are also mentioned. You will notice that from 
this short paragraph, you have been informed about Susan’s 
temperament. As a writer, you can introduce your characters in 
different ways to get your reader acquainted them and the 
situations around them. Building up the essay paragraph by 
paragraph will form a unified whole and an interesting piece. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

1. Anarrative essay is one of the many different kinds of essay 
writings that students engage in while in school. 

2. One of the features of essays is originality. 

3. You are expected to develop the habit of thinking for yourself 
so that you can be original in thought and expression 

4. The plot has to do with the series of incidents forming the plan 
of action of a story, play or poem. 

5. The setting has to do with reference to specific places that are 
mentioned in the narrative. 

6. The characters must have specified names and functions. 

7. In narratives, the first person narrative technique can be used 
i.e ‘I’ and this draws the reader closer to share in an intimate 
discussion 

8. You should think about some generalisations in human 
experiences or endeavour that the story supports so that the 
reader can find himself in this generalisation. 

9. Usually, a narrative ends by presenting a moral lesson which 
every reader or listener can learn from. 

UNIT 3 THE DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 

One of the ways in which you can get involved in what you are 
writing and also get your readers involved is to vividly describe 
the people, places, things, experiences and situations in your 
writing. The ability to describe is a universal value of good 
writing (Nash & Stacey (1997). By all means, a detailed 
description is better than a general one. People usually prefer the 
concrete to the abstract. When a reader is able to visualise 
what the writer is trying to say through vivid descriptive devices, 
the reader understands better and identifies more with the work. 
Not all writings demand colourful description, for example 
scientific reports do not. Whatever means of description you 
employ depends on the purpose of the writing. Nash & Stacey 
(1997:130) summarise what readers do to most texts in the 
following extract- 

A reader assumes a passive receptive role. He looks at the 
picture, audits the lecture, accepts the revelation, beholds the 
scene, suspends disbelief, and admits into his consciousness this 
world the writer has made as the only world there is. 

According to Nash & Stacey (1997), lively descriptions of 
people, places and things endow your text with energy and they 
involve the reader in your meaning. Your ability to describe is a 
way of making something look, sound, smell, taste, hear, feel or 
become more of what you want it to be. Description makes your 
writing memorable and appealing to whoever is going through it. 
2.0 OBJECTIVES 

• Identify the basic features of a descriptive piece of writing 

• Explain the principles of writing descriptive essays 

• Attempt the writing of descriptive essays. 



3.1 FORMAL AND THEMATIC PURPOSES OF FICTIONAL 
DESCRIPTION 

Below is a descriptive text: 

At almost one O’clock I entered the lobby of the building 
where I worked and turned towards the escalators, carrying 
a black Penguin paperback and a small white CVS bag, its 
receipt stapled over the top. The escalators rose toward the 
mezzanine, where my ojfice was. They were the free-standing 
kind: a pair of integral signs swooping upward between the 
two floors they sewed without struts or piers to bear ay 
intermediate weight. On sunny days like this one, a 
temporary, steeper escalator of daylight formed by 
intersections of the lobby’s towering volumes of marble and 
glass, met the real escalators just above their middle point, 
spreading into a needy area of shine where it fell against 
their brushed-steel side panels, and adding long glossy 
highlights to each of the black rubber handrails which 
wavered slightly as the handrails slid on their tracks, like the 
radians of black luster that ride the undulating outer edge of 
an LP. (Nash & Stacey (1997:132) 

As the first paragraph of a novel, its main purpose is to 
establish the scene for the story. In this paragraph, a place is 
described. A man enters the building after lunch hour and he 
is carrying some things. 

3.1.1 CLOSE OBSERVATION 

For you to be able to describe adequately, you need to 
engage in close observation and be able to identify and name 
the things that you see, their placement or position where 
they are placed. You can do this by closing your eyes and 
with your mind eye imagine what you see or what you used 
to see. Document the result of your mind’s journey. If 
possible, then go to the place and see things physically and 
document them again. In this way you have two lists which will be 
useful later when you want to write. 

3.1.2 CLOSE SELECTION 

Apart from the fact that you need to observe closely you also have 
to do a close selection of the things you see and the ones you want 
to name and bring to focus so that they can match your narrative 
action 

If you do not do this you may over do things. You can not 
possibly name everything you see. The reader would have to 
use their imagination to fill in the gaps in the world of the 
story or event being described. There is a relationship 
between descriptive detail and narrative action and they must 
fit one another. Fiction writers build a world that is close to 
the social world in which we live and the sensory images are 
the tools they use in building this world. Description of the 
scenes and actions are given but the description should not 
be done in such a way that it will overpower the action 
except it is required by the theme. What people do and say in 
the imagined world is what sustains our interest. 

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1 
Can you imagine where your workplace or faculty is? Is 
there any main entrance to the place? Is there a particular 
door or set of doors you go through before getting to your 
office or Faculty office? Are there any remarkable things 
there you never bothered yourself to look closely at as 


regards some specific details? Choose that place or any other 
place you think you want to describe, try to go through in your 
mind’s eye. As you come into the place, list the objects you see 
either to your left or to your right, in front of you etc. then try to 
select the ones you think are worthy of note and attempt a 
description of that place and you will be surprised at the 
information you have on paper which you have never bothered 
yourself about. 

3.1.3 FORMULATE AN IMPRESSION 

Just imagine that you now have the list of things at the entrance 
of your faculty as you were asked to do in the exercise above. 
Decide on a point of view- that is- do you want to imagine 
yourself doing the action or someone else? It would either be T 
or he /she etc. Having a point of view or creating one will make 
you actively participate in the story or narrative yourself. You 
must discover and create an impression. The impressions will be 
what you feel about a person an event or situation. You must 
examine yourself on why you think the way you do through the 
impression you have created. Your impression will guide the 
selection of the details you include in the narrative. The details 
must then fit into the plot of the story. Do you know that if you 
believe that the entrance of your faculty is beautiful, you will 
create that impression with the way you describe the details. 

3.1.4 PRACTISE FREE WRITING 

Writing is a way of expressing yourself. And one of the types of 
writing that is common among students is free writing. What is 
important is for the ideas to flow and as long as you keep on 
writing, whatever is wrong in your writing can always be 
corrected. Let us imagine that you want to write on the entrance 
of your faculty as we mentioned earlier. You already have the 
list with you and you have also gone through the place again to 
reconfirm your mind selection. You can then start by trying to 
put something on paper. Many students ask themselves ‘how am 
I going to start? Just start anyhow. Put your pen or pencil on 
paper and star writing. Look up at the title and write something. 
You may discover that you have cancelled a lot of things and 
that the work is rough. Do not mind the mistakes. The advantage 
of this type of writing is that 

that you are alone and nobody sees those mistakes. After you 
have scribbled for some time, stop and go over what you have 
written. Try to correct them if you can at that point in time or 
you can sleepover it and then try to see how you can correct the 
paragraph or page. If you ask most writers, they will tell you 
about this experience of theirs and how they got over it. The 
approach you have been told is at best good for long story 
writers who are not under any examination pressure. 

As a student writing a descriptive essay in an examination, what 
takes the place of free writing is concentrated thought. 
Description is used to create worlds for creative writing, literary 
journals, personal letters, stories and plays, travel accounts, 
poetry and memoirs. In some other expository or stricter forms 
of academic writing, writers do not try to create independent 
scenes, situations or worlds. In descriptive essays, you have to 
involve your readers as you explore the topic through naming 
and detailing of events, people and places. 

For classroom exercises which are meant to be submitted 
immediately or during examinations, you have to take time out- 






preferably seven to eight minutes to think and just organise 
your thoughts. You just do not pick up your biro and start 
writing without doing some free thinking about the topic and 
how to go about it. You just go ahead and use words to 
describe your observations. 

In descriptive essays, we use words to convey what 
something, or someone, a situation, an incident is like. 
Describing a thing is different from when you are evaluating. 
You are not arguing, interpreting or evaluating (judging). In 
descriptive essays, there is a lot of explanation of facts 
presented on things seen. Essays can be said to be descriptive 
when they present facts and ideas with little argument o# 
interpretation. Below is an example from Half of a Yellow 
Sun by Chimamanda Adichie- • 

His aunty walked faster, his slippers making slap-slap sounds 
that echoed in the silent street. Ugwu wondered if she too 
could feel the coal tar getting hotter underneath, through her 

thin soles. -. He smelt something sweet; as they walked 

into a compound and was sure it came from the white flowers 
clustered on the bushes at the entrance. The bushes were 
shaped like slender hills. The lawn glistened, butterflies 
hovered around. 

In the text above, you will notice that it is the actions of 
human beings that are described in the first part of the 
paragraph, not a location, while some plants were described 
in the later part. The narrative point of view is basically the 
third person singular- die’ along with the invisible ‘ they’ 
Describing the lawns further would bring in ‘it’ as a point of 
view. 

4.0 SUMMARY 

1. You should vividly describe the people, places, things, 
experiences, situations in your writing. 

2. For you to practice the art of description, you have to be 
involved yourself 

3. Engage in close observation and be able to identify and 
name the things that you see, their placement or position 
where they are placed 

4. For you to be able to describe adequately, you need to 
engage in close observation and be able to identify and name 
the things that you see, their placement or position where they 
are placed 

5. Do a close selection of the things you see and the ones you 
want to name and bring to focus so that they can match your 
narrative action 

6. Having a point of view or creating one will make you 
actively participate in the story or narrative yourself 

7. Practise free writing which is a way of expressing yourself 

8. Description is used to create worlds for creative writing- 
such as literary journals, personal letters, stories and plays, 
travel accounts poetry and memoirs 

UNIT 4 THE PERSUASIVE/ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 

In persuasive or argumentative essays, we try to convince 
others to agree with our opinions and facts, and share our 
values. For you to be able to convince another person, you 
need to know your facts and be able to present them 
convincingly enough. You have to be sure of the facts by 


making sure your sources are correct and verifiable. You should 
remember that since you are writing, many people will see your 
work and that is why you need to be sure your facts are in order 
or else you will not be able to convince anybody. You will only 
end up being frustrated by the time people start dismantling what 
you think you have built up. 

Unlike narratives and descriptive essays which can be based on 
fiction, argumentative writings are hooked on facts. Your 
reasoning must sound logical to the human mind and your 
motive achievable. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

Explain what argumentative essays are 

Identify some of the strategies for writing argumentative essays 
Use some of these strategies for writing sections of 
argumentative essays for class presentation or take home 
assignments. 

3.1 RESEARCH 

It is important that you do some fact finding work on whatever 
topic you choose. Decide on the facts or the points you want to 
present, their number and how you want to arrange them. This is 
important because your style of presentation matters a lot. Some 
people start by giving heart provoking questions to the audience 
or readers. For example, you can have questions such as- 
Lcidies and gentlemen, why do you think we have constant power 
failure? 

Why are our roads as bad as they are ? 

Why can we not feed our families with balanced diets? 

These are thought-provoking questions that border on people’s 
welfare and which are likely to draw the attention of the reader 
or the listener to the topic. If the arguments that follow these 
questions are well managed, the speaker is likely to convince the 
audience to his/her side. For you to make convincing statements 
on a topic that borders on the questions above, you need to 
research into some of the causes of power failure, problems of 
food production in the country, road management in the country 
etc. 

Some people, on the other hand, start with some allusions while 
some allusions while some other just go straight to the others just 
go straight to the topic, declare their stand on the issue and give 
reasons for their arguments. Some people start with pleasant 
jokes while some start on a level ground emotionally and then 
build up to elicit the interest, concern and compassion of the 
audience. You have to think about possible emotions/ emotional 
reactions and use them in your discussion of the topic. 

3.2 INTRODUCTION 

Introductions are very important because they give the reader the 
first impression of the write up. Bill Daly, (1997) in ‘writing 
introductions to argumentative essays (see reference at the end of 
the unit) notes that there are four parts of an introduction- It 
introduces the topic, states why the topic is important, states the 
differences of opinion about the topic and describes how the 
assignment will be structured and what the writer’s stand is. All 
these should be ordered in an introduction. 

3.2.1 ORDERING SENTENCES IN AN INTRODUCTION 
In an introduction, sentences should be ordered in such a way 
that the writer’s line of argument or position is clear. Below is an 
example of an ordered introduction from the model essay on 




Marine Parks by Bill Daly (see reference at the end of the 
unit)- 

The issue of whether we should allow marine parks to stay 
open has been widely debated in our community recently. It is 
an important issue because it concerns fundamental moral 
and economic questions about the way we use our native 
wildlife. A variety of different arguments have been put 
forward about this issue. This essay will consider arguments 
for having marine parks and point to some of the problems 
with these views. It will then put forward reasons for the 
introduction of laws which prohibit these unnecessary and 
cruel institutions. 

You must make sure that as a writer, your introductory 
sentences are not haphazard. Write in such a way that the 
reader will be encouraged to continue reading your work. The 
first sentence in the example above is a general opinion on 
what people’s feelings are on the issue of marine parks and 
the writer then zeros in on his/her own stand in the last 
sentence. 

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 1 

The sentences below are from Bill Daly’s writings on 
argumentative essays (see reference at the end of this unit) 
Try to put the sentences in the correct order. They make up 
the introduction of an article on whether Australia should 
become a republic. 

a. As a result, the issue is a very controversial one and has 
attracted a lot of debate. 

b. It will then put forward a number of reasons why Australia 
should change to a republican form of government. 

c. The question of whether we maintain the monarchy is not 
merely a legal detail but is intrinsically linked to the way we 
perceive ourselves as a distinct nation of people with its own 
identity and culture. 

d. Since the time of federation, Australia has been a 
constitutional monarchy with the Queen of the United 
Kingdom as its head of state. 

e. This essay will consider some of the arguments for 
maintaining the monarch as head of state and will outline 
some of the problems with this position. 

f. However, today many Australians are questioning whether 
this form of government is still relevant or appropriate and are 
suggesting that we move towards the establishment of a 
republic. 

3.3 PARAGRAPH FLOW 

It is important that as you develop your paragraphs, there 
must be paragraph flow. This is where you have to make use 
of transitional words that you learnt in the earlier units- 
however, in addition, nevertheless etc. You should be able to 
quote sources of information to support your argument and 
establish authority for what you have written. As much as 
possible, you should make sure that your arguments are 
logical and sensible. Try as much as possible not to contradict 
yourself or else, the purpose of writing an argumentative 
essay will be defeated. There could be as many paragraphs as 
you want depending on the purpose for which the essay is 
written. If it is a class essay, it may not be more than five or 
six and this includes the introduction and the conclusion. But 


if you are contributing to a newspaper article it could be more 
than that. 

3.4 SUMMARY 

This is a very important aspect of the essay. Whether the essay is 
written or presented orally, summarising the major points is 
important. If a writer has presented a number of points, the reader 
may forget some of them. If the major points are not summarised 
to remind the reader of the salient points you have advanced to 
support your argument, the reader may forget. While writing the 
summary, you need to refer to the initial paragraphs and the main 
points. Your conclusion should restate the main ideas and 
emphasise the importance of the arguments. 

3.5 EDITING 

This is an important aspect of any essay writing not just 
argumentative essays. You need to go over your work and make 
all necessary corrections before you submit. There could have 
been omissions- that is some points or ideas you wanted to 
include which you forgot while writing. On the other hand, there 
could be some points which you included at a point but which you 
found unnecessary when you went over again. There could also 
be punctuation and spelling mistakes which if uncorrected could 
mar the presentation or essay. 

The advent of computers has however made editing easy because 
it is just a question of deleting and re-writing. After you have 
edited your essay, go over the whole essay again to be sure that 
your ideas are well presented. If it is not a class assignment where 
everyone is expected to present their work individually, you could 
give your essay to a friend to go through for you. Ask for their 
comments. If there is any form of criticism, check your facts 
again before you submit your work. 

3.6 CONCLUSION OF THE ESSAY 

Conclusions are as important as introductions. The conclusion is 
aimed at informing the reader that you have come to the end of 
your presentation and that you have covered all the important 
points. Some writers try to highlight these important points in the 
summary/conclusion so as to remind the reader of the writer’s line of 
argument. The conclusion must 

be carefully written because this is the last part of your essay that 
the readers will come in contact with and it will make a lasting 
impression on them. Below is an example of the conclusion from 
the model essay on marine parks as recorded by Bill Daly (1997) 
In conclusion, these parks should be closed, or at the very least, 
no new animals should be captured for marin parks in the future. 
Our society is no longer prepared to tolerate unnecessary cruelty 
to animals for science and entertainment. If we continue with our 
past crimes against these creatures we will be remembered as 
cruel and inhuman by the generations of the future. 

In your conclusion, you need to restate your own side of the 
argument which you have presented strongly in your essay. You 
also need to include two or three sentences which give a general 
summary of your side of the argument. You can also provide 
information on the consequences of not heading your advice and 
what humanity stands to gain if people identify with your stand 
on the issue. 

Sentences can also be ordered in a conclusion to give a logical 
presentation to the concluding part of the argument. You should 
try to order the sentences in your conclusion so that the reader 




can make up his/her mind on what decisions to take as 
regards accepting or rejecting your line of argument 
SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 2 
Below are some sentences that make up the concluding part 
of an argumentative essay. Re-arrange them in an acceptable 
and logical order. These sentences are taken from Bill Daly’s 
(1997) sample sentences of a concluding paragraph of an 
argumentative essay, (see reference at the end of the unit). 

a. If we fail to meet our obligations in this area, we will be 
sacrificing our present and future well-being merely in order 
to appease out dated notions of family life and to achieve 
short-term financial savings. 

b. In conclusion, it is essential that we support the nation’s 
parents and children by funding more childcare places. 

c. Only in this way can we provide the valuable learning 
environments that young Australians need while, at the same 
time, utilising the skills of all productive members of our 
society. 

d. The entire community will then be enriched economically, 
socially and culturally. 

After rearranging the sentences, read them out to your 
classmates and find out if you all got the gist of what the 
conclusion is all about. 

4.0 SUMMARY 

1. For you to be able to convince another person, you need to 
know your facts and be able to present them convincingly 
enough. 

2. In persuasive or argumentative essays, we try to convince 
others to agree with our opinions and/or facts, and share our 
values. 

3. You have to be sure of the facts by making sure your 
sources are correct and verifiable. 

4. It is important that you do some fact finding work on 
whatever topic you choose. 

5. In an introduction, sentences should be ordered in such a 
way that the writer’s line of argument and position are clear. 

6. You must make sure that as a writer, your introductory 
sentence are not haphazard. 

7. It is important that as you develop your paragraphs, there 
must be paragraph flow. 

8. Whether the essay is written or presented orally summarising the 
major points is important. 

9. The conclusion must be carefully written because this is the 
last part of your essay that the readers will come in contact 
with and it will make a lasting impression on them. 

UNIT 5 EXPOSITORY ESSAYS 

Composition can be many things, a liberal art, a loner’s sullen 
craft, a parliament of one, but never a matter of regulations 
handed down from above. Ever a dictatorship; nor yet an 
anarchy, for there are some rules after all-but they are such 
governing principles as the governed must discover for 
themselves, in a free society of writing. (Nash and stancey 1997:182) 
Starts with life; makes a text; then a revision literally, a 
second seeing; an afterthought erasing some but not all of the 
original while writing something new over the first layer of 
text (Gore Vidal, Palimpsest, in Nash and Stacey (1997) 


In this unit, we shall discuss expository essays which are another 
form of writing which you may be required to do as a university 
student. You need to be versed in writing different kinds of 
essays because of both current academic challenges and future 
societal expectations of a person of your calibre. Much is 
expected of you in the labour market and socially as a citizen of 
any community. The type of essay described in this unit is such 
that require in-depth information. 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

An expository essay is any type of essay or writing that is used 
to describe, explain or inform the reader on a specific or 
particular aspect of a topic. This is common in the sciences and 
the humanities. The student may be required to give in-depth 
information or demonstrate indepth knowledge of the 
circumstances surrounding a particular thing or situation. In 
other words, the writer is expected to bring to the fore some 
verifiable facts on the topic to be discussed. Below are the 
objectives of the unit. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

Explain what expository essays are 

Identify some of the strategies for writing expository essays 
Use some of these strategies in writing sections of expository 
essays for class presentation or take- home assignments. 

Some of the strategies for writing expository essays that will be 
discussed in this unit are similar in some ways to some of the 
ones that have been discussed in some of the earlier units. But 
because repetition makes for emphasis, we shall still mention 
some of them in this unit. Below are some of the steps we need 
to take while planning to write an expository essay. 

3.1 CHOOSING A TOPIC 

Before you can say you want to write, you must have had a topic 
in mind. In regular classroom situations, students are usually 
given topics to write on. But occasionally, students are allowed 
to choose a topic of their own. Once you have a topic, you have 
to study the topic very well so that you will 
if it requires a short response or a long one. This information is 
important because your lecturer may be expecting a long essay 
from you while you think it is a short one. You may loose marks 
if you do not write up to the required length because it would 
mean you have not fully discussed some essential points in the 
essay. In such a situation you have not met the expectations of 
your lecturer. You must be sure of what is expected of you in 
terms of essay length so that the topic can be well discussed. 
Your topic should also not be too narrow as this will make it 
difficult for you to get enough facts for the specific length of 
essay. In your choice of topic selection, you must make sure you 
choose a topic that is big enough to be discussed but narrow 
enough to be managed e.g. 

1. The disappearance and reappearance of groundnut pyramids 
in Northern Nigeria: the need for a reappraisal. 

2. The use of firewood for local combustion in Nigeria- a point 
to consider. 

3. Empowering women through small scale businesses in Nigeria 
the way forward. 

4. Normal and excessive use of drugs 




SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1 

Imagine that you are in a school where majority of the 
students smoke and take hard drugs. Many of them misbehave 
in class and are rude to their tutorial instructors, insulting and 
quarrelling with other students while some do not attend 
lectures at all. The school authority does not like these kinds 
of behaviour and has therefore asked you to write an 
expository essay on the topic - ‘Normal and excessive use of 
drugs’. 

How will you start? 

What are some of the research work you need to do? 

What reference materials will you consult? 

How will you order your points? 


B. EXPOSITORY/EXPLANATORY 

C. ARGUMENTATIVE 

D. DESCRIPTIVE 

E. SPEECH WRITING 

IMPORTANCE CONCEPTS IN ESSAY COMPOSITION 

a) . THESIS STATEMENT - simply means the 
statement that carries or contains the main idea of your 
essay. It is a statement that embodies your ideas or what 
you want to deliberate on or discuss in your essay. 

b) . OUTLINE - The outline serves as a road map in 
preventing wrong turns and dead ends. The outline is 
the arranging and ordering of your ideas in group. This 
enables you to arrange outline, you indicate major 
ideas, secondary ideas and details. The outline has a 
definite form. It contains major divisions and minor 
ideas and secondary details. The major division for 
example used with Roman numeral (I, II, III, etc.), 
while A, B, C... may represent secondary ideas. For 
example, if you are given a topic on the “The 
Importance of Agriculture. ” 

TOPIC OUTLINE 

I. Introduction 

II. Types of Agriculture 

A. Arable farming 

i. Crop 

ii. Plantain 

B. Animal Husbandry 

i. Goats 

ii. Cows 

iii. Sheep 

I TT . Importance of agriculture 

A. Provision of food 

B. Provision of income 

C. Provision of employment 
IV. Conclusion 


C. PARAGRAPH - is an integral part of an essay. It is a 
segment within and essay which discusses a distinct topic 
yet gears toward supporting the main idea of the essay. 
This wish in your essay, but each paragraph must discuss 
a separate topic which must be differed, each of them 
must be interacted and must support the general idea 
which is the subject matter or the main topic. 

TYPES OF PARAGRAPH 

These types are recognized or identified based on the 
function each of them performs. 

i. Introductory Paragraph - from the name, one can 
infer that it is that type of paragraph that introduces the 
idea one wishes to discuss in the essay. It gives us a clue 
of what the essay is all about and it is usually the first 
paragraph in every essay or composition. 

ii. Transitional Paragraph - by transitional paragraph 
we mean that type of paragraph that links the previous 
paragraphs or the preceding one through the use of 
transitional marker. It connects what has been stated 
before with what is about to be stated or said. 

iii. Defining Paragraph - it is a paragraph that involves 
definition of some concepts, objects, person within the 
essay. An essay about a subject may decide to define to a 
concept of that subject and any paragraph within which 
definition is made, is classified as a defining paragraph. 

iv. Concluding Paragraph - just like we exemplified in 
the outline, concluding paragraph concludes everything 
that has been said within the essay. It is the paragraph 
that embodies the summary of the work. Every good 
essay must have a conclusion; otherwise, it will be 
regarded as an inadequate essay. Concluding paragraph 
draws our attention in a concise way what have been said 
in the course of the essay. 

TOPIC SENTENCE 

Topic sentence is the sentence that contains the main 
ideas of what the writer tends to discuss within a 
paragraph. In other words, it is a sentence that carries or 
embodies the topic of the paragraph. Topic sentence can 
be placed at the beginning of the paragraph giving us 
deductive method , or at the end giving us inductive 
method. It is essential to note that the “thesis statement” 
is not the same as topic sentence. While the former 
involves itself within main idea of the essay in the whole 
composition, the latter associates with the paragraph and 
we have said earlier, the paragraph is just a group of 
sentences or an integral part of an essay. Therefore, the 
two should be continued usually used as the same. 

UNITY PARAGRAPH 

We say that a paragraph is unified when all the point 
raised or discussed within a paragraph support the main 
idea of the paragraph. The unity of the paragraph is 
achieved by making every possible sure that your 
arguments do not go out of the environment sentence is 
inhabited. That is everything you are going to say within 




the paragraph is what will support the idea you want to 
discuss by doing the... you achieved the unity of your 
paragraph. For example, if you are asked to discuss the 
physical and psychological qualities of women, you are 
expected to tell us everything about women, but when 
you duplicate and start to talk about men, it therefore 
illustrates that your paragraph has failed to achieve 
unity. 

COHERENCE OF THE PARAGRAPH 

Coherence of the paragraph implies the closely and 
pleasurability of the paragraph. It implies the 
application of writing techniques. It involves the use of 
transitional elements. For example, you can use the 
following transitional element: 

a) Demonstrate a cause - effect, relationship and to 
summarize: to sum up, to summarize in conclusion, as a 
result, in brief, accordingly from what has been said etc. 

b) Show comparison on example - as an illustration, 
by a way of comparison, for example, for instance. 

c) Show continuity of thought from one sentence to 
another - in fact, indeed, likewise, moreover, next, 
then, also, beside, finally, in addition etc. 

A good application of the elements in the paragraph 
will definitely bring coherence of the paragraph. 

STEPS IN ESSAY PLANNING AND WRITING 
That are certain steps one must take in order to come up 
with either a structure or a finished product, likewise in 
order to come up with a written essay, there are certain 
steps you must take both during planning and when 
writing. They are hereby stated below: 
i) Brainstorming - this is usually the preliminary stage. 
It is more of an abstract exercise it is stage where you 
try to pull your resource together, bring together every 
necessary and unnecessary ideas that come up your 
way. It is a point where you rack your brain in order to 
figure out various topics you can develop out of the one 
major topic given to you. For instance, if you are given 
a topic on ‘education ’ you can’t start writing, you must 
first rack your brain to come up with various topics 
related to education. You can start by drawing a box or 
a circle. BOX 

- Education in Nigeria 

- Primary education and challenges 

- Secondary education in Nigeria 

- Educational system and its challenges in Nigeria 

- Admission is a big problem to Nigerian youth 



